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Sacred Heart Statue ~. 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt ‘of-.$2.50. 


SES Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold owes Gold Brocades 


Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
Silk Damask Brocades 
All liturgically correct as to design and color. 


Immediate deliveries 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 





Conception Seminary and Academy 
Conception, Missouri 
A Seminary for students for the Priesthood and Classical 
High School conducted by the Benedictine Fathers. Special 


attention given to young men of moderate means who wish to 


prepare for the Priesthood. 
Send for free booklet. 
The Reverend Dean 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1897. Ac- 


ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 


Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 
Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 
















Premiums for Subscriptions to 


me 
“Cabernacle and Purgatory’’ 
1 Subscription 
Verse Cards — Packet of assorted verse cards and bookmarks. 


OR: — 

Scheyern Cross — A small metal cross with double bars, 
which has been touched to a relic of the True Cross. Wonderful 
favors have been obtained through the devout veneration of these 
crosses. OR: — 

Booklet — ‘‘Magnificence of the Love of God” and ‘The 
Guard of Honor.” OR: — “Rambling Roses.”” OR: — “Boy 
Heroes.”’ 

Picture — “Jesus Blessing Little Children.’’ Sepia. 7% x 
10 inches. Adorn your children’s room or your living room with 
this appealing picture. 


2 Subscriptions 


Prayer Book — ‘Golden Links’’—a complete vest-pocket 
size prayer book with all the ordinary prayers, Mass devotions, 
many litanies, and other beautiful prayers. Small print. Black 
cloth binding. 347 pages. OR: — 

Picture — “Guardian Angel Watching Child.” Full figures. 
Sepia. 10 x 18 inches. 

3 Subscriptions 

Crucifix — a five-inch nickel-bound Crucifix. OR: — 

Prayer Book — ‘Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children’ — 
A prayer book that delights young boys and girls. Offered at the 
beginning of the school year to provide your children with appeal- 
ing prayers for confession, Communion, Mass, and visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament. Durable cloth binding in blue or rose, OR: 

“Golden Links’ — Same as above, in imitation leather binding. 








4 Subscriptions 
Crucifix — A six-inch, nickel-bound Crucifix. 
5 Subscriptions 
Statue — Cream colored statue of St. Jude, 6 in. high. OR: 
Crucifix — A real ebony Crucifix, with beveled edges. Light 
in weight. 7% inches. 
NOTE: Before being sent, the Crucifixes offered as premiums will be blessed 
with the papal indulgences, the indulgences of the Stations and of the dying. 
Please Mention Premium Desired. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Fabernacle and Purgatory 





Vol. 39 September, 1943 No. 5 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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| HE power of Almighty God shines forth with glory and 
{ magnificence in the countless multitude of angels and 
4:9} holy spirits who ceaselessly love, extol and exalt His 
“r@ infinite Majesty as they sing His eternal praises, giving 
Him honor and adoration throughout the unending ages 
of eternity. In a vision, the prophet Isaias beheld the 
Majesty of God seated on a high throne surrounded by 
the Seraphim, and was permitted to hear the unceasing hymn of praise 
by which these celestial spirits glorify their Creator, as night and day 
they worship with their “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth, the 
earth is full of Thy glory!” 

Likewise to the prophet Isaias was given the privilege of fore- 
telling the coming upon this sinful earth of a Redeemer who should 
be the Holy One, the Wonderful and Mighty. And when the course 
of ages had been run and the time had come for these prophecies to 

















132 Tabernacle and Purgatory 
be fulfilled, that same Divinity which the angels worshiped in heaven 
lay hidden in the form of a little child on the knee of a virgin-mother, 
and shivered in the wretched crib of Bethlehem’s wind-blown stable. 
But troops of angels surrounded the lowly throne of Bethlehem in 
reverent adoration, as they surrounded the magnificent throne in heaven, 
and bursting forth into a heavenly song of praise, they magnified the 
Savior of the world. 

The Word has been made Flesh, and all the angels of God adore 
Him whom they saw in vision and proclaimed their King when they 
underwent their trial of fidelity before being confirmed in grace and 
glory with their Creator. Now in reality they behold the King of 
Angels in the form of a child, and they minister before Him as they 
ministered and adored in the holy temple of heavenly splendor. He 
is their Creator, the Maker of all things, visible and invisible, and 
Angels and Archangels, Powers and Principalities, Virtues and Domina- 
tions, Thrones, Cherubim and Seraphim are there to adore and to 
serve their Lord and God, abased in poverty and lowliness, enthroned 
in a manger-crib! 

As they adored in Bethlehem, so, too, do they adore before the 
Eucharistic Presence of Jesus, and with glowing fervor their “Holy, 
Holy, Holy Lord” resounds before their King upon the altar where 
hosts of angels surround Him and render praise, honor and adoration 
to His Divine Majesty. Truly, in these mysteries Jesus is their Hidden 
God, yet remaining nevertheless the Most High, the most adorable One, 
for who is like unto God whether it be in the form of Flesh or under 
the species of Bread? 

To behold the Divine Lamb is the desire and joy of the angels. 
In Him they taste all delight. In Him they are satisfied and made 
eternally happy. And not less do they find a sweet refreshment in the 
Blessed Sacrament, in the Divinity abasing Itself to humanity, and 
humanity enshrouding itself in the covering of bread. O hidden Maj- 
esty! O wonderful love! O Divine condescension that fills the angels 
with wonder and plunges them into the most profound adoration! With 
what reverence do they adore the Eucharistic Presence! 

But infinite Love has bequeathed this Sacrament of Love not to 
angels, but for man’s salvation and consolation! It is therefore just 
that we, too, should praise and give thanks to Jesus who has had so 
great compassion on us. It is just that we should magnify the won- 
drous works of God, and, uniting with the angelic hosts, adore Him 
in most profound humility and lowliness. 

It is our duty to adore our God and Redeemer, to acknowledge 
His sovereignty and our nothingness, to render homage to the Creator 
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from whom we receive our whole existence, to our Savior who has 
merited all graces for us and by His Death has opened heaven to us. 
Yet we are not worthy to appear before the face of the most high 
God, who dwells in the sanctuary of the Sacrament, because we are 
sinners. Let us, then, join the angelic hosts, and supported by their 
adoration, let us honor and worship the Blessed Sacrament with angelic 
purity, humility, fervor and love. With grateful hearts let our acts 
of adoration, our prayers and hymns of praise rise up before the 
sacramental throne of our Savior like a sweet-smelling incense. 

And let us render special veneration to the holy Seraphim, that 
we may obtain an ardent love for God. These blessed spirits, so 
inflamed with Divine love, have an inexpressible longing to see all 
hearts enkindled with this Divine flame. With joy they come to the 
assistance of those who desire to share their burning love. And being, 
of all the angelic choirs, the nearest to God, they can best bear our 
prayers to His throne. Moreover, because they surround the heavenly 
throne of the Triune God, they are also the chief attendants at the 
throne of God here on earth. They surround His sacramental throne 
of grace and sing unceasingly their angelic Sanctus, SaANcTus, SANCTUS. 
By the ardor of their love they make amends for the coldness, the 
negligence and the sacrileges of men. Yet, not content with this, they 
desire also most ardently to communicate the ardor of their love to 
our cold hearts and to associate themselves with us in a loving union 
in praising and adoring the Divine Sacrament. 

This we could scarcely believe, had it not been made known to 
us by St. Margaret Mary. Once, when rapt in ecstasy, the saint beheld - 
the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, flaming with pure love, surrounded 
by Seraphim who sang His praises in wondrous harmonies. These 
blessed spirits invited her to unite with them in praising the loving 
and amiable Heart of Jesus, but the saint, feeling her unworthiness, 
dared not join them. Then the Seraphim desired to form with her a 
covenant in order that they might mutually offer Jesus a constant 
proof of their adoration, veneration and love. They, on their part, 
agreed to take her place before the adorable Sacrament whenever she 
could not be there, so that through them she might love and adore Him 
uninterruptedly, and she, on the other hand, was to allow them to 
share in her suffering love even as she shared in their ecstatic joy. 
This covenant they wrote with golden letters and with ineffaceable 
characters of love in the Sacred Heart. This vision filled the saint 
with such ineffable bliss that the memory of it thrilled her soul with 
joy during the remainder of her life. 

Would you, too, O loving soul, form such a covenant with these 
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heavenly spirits? Then address to them this petition: “O holy Sera- 
phim, who burn with love for the Sovereign Good, I beseech you, offer 
up your glowing love for God to supply for my coldness, negligence 
and sinfulness toward Jesus in the Sacrament of His Love, and impart 
to my heart some drops of that jubilant joy which permeates your 
being, so that I may not grow despondent in this vale of tears. And 
you, in turn, shall become partakers of my suffering love in all my 
tribulations, sufferings and anxieties, howsoever small or insignificant, 
in order to satisfy in some measure your burning desire to suffer for 
God. O amiable Seraphim, be my faithful helpers and protectors, now 
and always, and particularly at the hour of my death.” 

The Bread of Angels is the Food of man on his way to heaven. 
Oh, how sweet is the spirit of the Lord and how great His love, in 
proof of which He has prepared for us a heavenly Bread, and filled 
the hungry with good things. The sacred Body of Jesus, under the 
species of bread, is this Divine Food, which we receive for our support 
in the infirmities of this life. Oh, what a miracle of love, what grace 
is this! Our God and Savior nourishes us with His own Flesh and 
Blood. Oh, that in the reception of this Bread of Life our souls may 
be steeped in sweetness, our hearts overflowing with humility and love 
in the presence of Jesus. May the all-conquering grace of this Sacra- 
ment prepare our hearts ever more worthily to receive it, and teach 
us to do so with the tenderest devotion. May the holy angels who 
surround the altar of the Lord, enlighten us with pious inspirations 
and lead us in the spirit of holiness to the Supper that Jesus Christ, 
the King of Angels, has prepared for us. 





—_<~_—_on an 


Our Guardian Angel 
—ORO— 

, E ARE taught that at its creation each human soul 
: 1) is placed under the care of one of God’s angels, 

G ‘e Y whose duty it is to guard and guide,.to protect 
» and defend this new being until it shall have re- 
ceived its eternal sentence from the Supreme 
Judge. How all-embracing is God’s love and solicitude for His 
creatures to cause Him to provide for even the most insignificant of 
us a caretaker, a highly intelligent, purely spiritual, celestial being! 
This angel guardian intensely loves the soul committed to his care, 
because God wills that he should so love it. He is occupied every 
moment of its existence with thoughts for its welfare. He slumbers 
not nor does he ever grow remiss in his vigilance. 
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When the angels of darkness are spreading their snares for the 
destruction of the soul, he is ever valiant in its defense, and only 
human perversity can cause his defeat in the combat. The whisperings 
of conscience are his voice and he is ever pointing upward. He rejoices 
at our happiness and is sorrowful at our misery. He warns us of 
dangers and protects us as best he can, sometimes even from physical 
mishaps. He is more attentive than any brother could be and even 
our ingratitude does not swerve him from his fidelity. 

Surely we should cherish a tender love and profound respect for 
this holy angel guardian, who is our constant companion. With 
pious familiarity we should consult him in our affairs. He sees God, 
face to face, and at our prayer will plead for us before His throne. 


—=0e0<-— 


Ginual OW dente 


to the 
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=> + SANCTUS + Aa Holy Cingels 


~~ ROM September 23 to October 1, we will offer our annual NOVENA 
} in honor of the holy Angels in our three Eucharistic Sanctuaries 
(at Clyde, Mo., Mundelein, Ill., and Tucson, Ariz.) in preparation 
for the Feast of the Guardian Angels on October 2. Although venera- 
tion of the holy Angels is one of our permanent practices throughout 
the year, especially on Tuesdays, we love to honor them with special 
devotion during the month of September, particularly during this 
novena and on their feasts. Many times during the year we have 
experienced the special protection of the Angels, and we feel confident 
that this is due to our custom of frequently invoking their help. 

Knowing from experience the wonderful fruits of devotion to 
these heavenly spirits, we cordially invite you all, dear friends and 
readers, to join with us in this Novena — not only to implore the as- 
sistance of the Angels in temporal needs, but also and above all to ask 
their aid in the great task of working out your soul’s salvation. The 
Angels are very powerful in combating the demons, and are therefore 
able in a particular way to assist us in overcoming temptations and in 
conquering our own native slothfulness and tepidity, They also obtain 
light and consolation for those under trial, as well as the grace of a 
more ardent love for God and joy in His Divine service. 

Especially would we suggest that you commend your soldier boys 
to the protection of the holy Angels amid the great moral and physical 
dangers which surround them. 

Petitions may be sent to us to be placed near the altar and to be 
included in our novena devotions. 
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Holy Communion, a Participation in the 
Life of God 
0-0 Ooo 


Table of the Lord. No more sublime moment in 
my life do I know than that in which Jesus, the 
God-man, enters my heart and soul! Silently He 
dwells there. Quietly and without display He does 
His work in me. It is a surrender of Himself, 
a surrender of His Body and Blood, the Body and the Blood of the 
Son of God, and thus He gives me the noblest of all corporal beings. 
It is a surrender of His Soul, the human Soul of the Son of God, 
whose grace and sanctity is more perfect than that of all the angels 
and saints combined, and thus He gives me the highest of all spiritual 
beings. And in addition, it is a surrender of the Divine nature, of 
the entire, undivided Godhead, as St. Thomas Aquinas teaches. 

What takes place so mysteriously in the interior of my heart during 
these happy moments? Each time He enters my heart in Holy Com- 
munion, Jesus fulfils the words: “I came that they may have life, and 
have it more abundantly” (John x. 10). He permits me, a poor, frail 
creature, to partake of His life, the Divine life of the God-man, yes, 
even of the eternal life of the Blessed Trinity! 

In the incarnation the Eternal Son of God assumed human nature, 
nevermore to separate Himself from it. In this human nature He 
placed the seed of Divine life, which grew and permeated all the 
members of His Sacred Humanity with Divine, supernatural life, 
penetrating into Its innermost being, into all Its emotions and move- 
ments, Its thoughts and strivings. 

But this was not enough to satisfy the desire of the Eternal God 
for union with our human nature. In His Sacred Humanity, Jesus, 
the Son of God, draws all flesh — the entire human race of the past, 
present and future — to Himself; He takes all men to Himself and 
makes them His own Mystical Body. How great, how all-embracing, 
is the God-man Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament! Here the Divine 
stream of life flows on, beyond the limits of the Human Nature of 
Jesus, down from the heights of the God-man into all the countless 
branches of His Mystical Body. It pours Itself out over all the mem- 
bers with great power. It fills and penetrates all with His own 
supernatural life. 

Oh, contemplate Jesus as He dwells in the soul; contemplate Him 
in His life-giving work! “I came,” He said, “that they may have life, 
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and have it more abundantly.” And what is this life? It is no longer 
only the natural human life which I received from mortal parents, 
which requires earthly nourishment for its preservation and which 
wastes away and is extinguished like the flame of a candle. It is a 
Divine life, the life of the Son of God. It is a life which raises my 
entire life out of the lowness of the poor, sinful nature of man and 
transforms and glorifies it, just as in the Blessed Sacrament the bread 
and wine are changed and glorified into the Body and Blood of the 
God-man. In this Divine intercourse my soul partakes of the very 
life of God; partakes of the infallible knowledge of God, — first in 
faith, then in blissful vision; partakes of the blessed enjoyment of 
God, — first in a secure and infallible hope, then in the eternal 
possession; partakes of. the love with which God eternally loves Him- 
self and all things else for the sake of God; partakes of the unspeakable 
bliss of God and the sovereignty of God over all created things; 
partakes of the sanctity of God with which He loves good and hates 
evil; partakes, although imperfectly, of the peace of God, the un- 
changeableness and tranquillity of God, the holy simplicity, power and 
beauty of God — imperfectly in this life, but perfectly in the eternal 
life to come. 
The Life of the Divinity 

How sublime is this life of the soul! And this Divine life over- 
flows into the body. In Holy Communion Jesus takes my body, 
penetrates it with His Spirit and transforms it into the image of His 
Body. Behold the power of Holy Communion! It glorifies also the 
lowly life of my body, its labors, its repose, its partaking of food and 
drink. It raises it up to a participation in the Divine life of my soul. 
Through Holy Communion the life of my body is stripped of its 
weakness and its insufficiency, and becomes transformed into a body 
of immortality and incorruptibility. The seed of this Divine life will 
remain in me and work in me; it will raise me up from the slumber 
of death, reclothe me with glory and power and heavenly splendor, 
deliver me from all that is not pure and beautiful and gird me with 
eternal, imperishable freshness and vigor of youth. 

O glorious life which is poured into my soul by Jesus in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament — which at every Holy Mass, at every Holy 
Communion, at every visit, seizes my soul with greater power and 
fulness and draws it ever more into the life of the Son of God! Oh, 
that I could comprehend this mystery! “It is now no longer I that live, 
but Christ lives in me” (Gal. ii. 20). There is another, a higher life 
in me, the life of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, the life of the Son 
of God! 
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Christ lives in me His life of absolute surrender to the Father. 
Here at the foot of the altar my own selfish way of wishing, loving and 
striving dies; here I surrender my one-sided, narrow and egotistic way 
of thinking and judging; here I am divested of my imperfect and 
inadequate understanding of error and sin, of all wavering and illusion. 
Here my eyes learn to look higher, to the light of the Divinity; here 
my spirit learns to think the 
thoughts of the Son of God; 
here my will yields to the 
will of the Heavenly Father. 
“My food is to do the will 
of Him who sent Me, to 
accomplish His work” (John 
iv. 34). 

Christ lives in me. Here 
at the foot of the tabernacle 
my soul feels something of 
the blissfulness of the Bea- 
tific Vision enjoyed by the 
Son of God in the Blessed 
Sacrament. My look is di- 
rected to God in love and 
attention. My mind and my 
will repose in only one ob- 
ject,— God. I look upon 
everything and judge every- 
thing in the light of God. 
I have turned away from 

© taleit hater: the vanities and foolishness 

in which Jesus gives Himself to me of the world; T am dead to 

in Holy Communion! purely earthly cares and in- 

terests; I am submerged in 

a strange, sublime and Divine world — my life has become an image 
of the life of the Son of God in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Christ lives in me His life of prayer, His life of hiddenness in 
the Blessed Sacrament, His life of sacrifice, His life of silent recollec- 
tion and joy in God, His life of constant intercourse with God the 
Father — a life seemingly insignificant, despised and misunderstood 
by men, but in truth a life full of power and riches and glory. 

Christ lives in me a noble, unspeakably great, sublime life, truly 
worthy of being lived. It is the life which eternally flows from the 
Father into the Son, and from the Son, through His holy Humanity in 
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the Blessed Sacrament, into my soul. It is the life of the Father, of 
the Son and of the Holy Ghost, the highest, the most precious, the 
most blissful and most fruitful life. In the heights of the Divinity, 
the Father and the Son in loving embrace breathe the Holy Spirit 
eternally. He is the highest expression of the fruitfulness of the 
Divine life; He unites in Himself and encompasses the entire riches 
and power of the Divine life; He is the Spirit of the Father and the 
Son, the Spirit of the God-man, Jesus Christ, in the Blessed Sacrament, 
His possession and ownership, the “Spirit of Christ” (Rom. viii. 10), 
poured out in the incarnation into the Soul of Christ, into the Flesh 
and Blood of Christ, yes, even into the Mystical Body of Christ, into 
the soul and flesh of all who devoutly receive the Body and Blood 
of Christ, into my own soul and my own flesh! Now as I live by 
the Body so also I live by the “Spirit” of the Son of God, the Holy 
Spirit. “But he who cleaves to the Lord is one spirit with Him” (1 Cor. 
vi. 17), is one mind, one will, one desire, one aim, one life with 
Him; partakes of the life of the Holy Spirit, who lives and works 
in Christ. Truly, here are fulfilled the words: “I came that they 
may have life and have it more abundantly.” 

O holy Sacrament! “With Thee is the fountain of life,” (Ps. 
xxxv. 10). Can I remain away from this Fountain? Can I pass 
by this Source of life? No. I shall hasten to Thee often to renew 
my failing strength. In Thee I shall become powerful against spiritual 
death and immune to all the germs that cause the death of the soul. 
Through Thee I shall gain the victory over my perverse inclinations 
and passions, over the temptations and enticements of the world, the 
flesh and the devil. Gratefully I exclaim with the Psalmist: “I shall 
not die, but live, and shall declare the works of the Lord,” the works 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, who animates me with His own 
wonderful life, now and for all eternity! O holy Sacrament, to Thee 
be honor, praise and thanks! 

enon nan enanetl 
Spiritual Vitamins for September 
ss oat Te 

1. O Holy Spirit, sweet Guest of my soul, remain with me, and grant 

that I may ever remain with Thee. 
2. Sacred Heart of Jesus, I trust in Thee. 
3. Heart of Jesus, grant that I may love Thee and make Thee loved. 
4. O Angel of God, whom God has appointed to be my guardian, en- 

lighten, protect, direct and govern me this day (this night). 

Ind. of 300 days, each time, for each of the above ejaculations. 
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St. Catherine of Alexandria 
= 
AINT Catherine of Alexandria, virgin and martyr, whose 
feast is celebrated on November 25th, was a descendant 
in direct line from the former kings of Egypt. Though 
the records of her martyrdom have been distorted by 
diffuse descriptions and legendary details, we know 
that she was blessed with rare gifts of intellect and 
a high regard for purity of mind and body. Initiated at an early age 
in the higher branches of learning, she progressed rapidly in the study 
of the sciences and grasped everything so well that before the age of 
eighteen she had earned the title of Mistress of the Liberal Arts. 
Catherine grew up without coming into contact with the evil in the 
world, but, being a heathen, she was ignorant of the great beauty and 
truths of the Christian religion. 

Her father’s death, in the prime of his life, made a deep impres- 
sion on Catherine and she felt the loss very keenly. She became sad 
and pensive and reflected much on the uncertainty and insignificance 
of the things of this world. Having been much attached to her father, 
she often asked herself the question: “Is it possible to find my father 
again somewhere in this world?’”’ Alone, or in the company of her 
mother, she would often take long walks into the mountains. On one 
occasion she and her mother met a holy old hermit who invited them 
to rest for a time in his hut. Catherine noticed a Cross above the 
door and inquired about it. Filled with the spirit of God, the hermit 
explained his mode of living and the teachings of Christianity. Cath- 
erine listened attentively and admired the wonderful doctrine, but her 
lively imagination, filled with worldly wisdom, would not so readily 
bend to the religion of the crucified Son of God. She entered into a 
discussion with the hermit and argued on many points with him. Some 
time later, her mother embraced the Christian Faith, but Catherine 
desisted, despite the incessant urging and prayers of her mother, who 
was most desirous that her child should receive the light and gift of 
Faith, 

When Catherine had arrived at a marriageable age, her mother 
sought a suitor who would be worthy of her, but none that she sug- 
gested satisfied the aspirations of Catherine’s heart. She only answered: 
“Find someone who is like me in everything — wise, rich, beautiful, 
of noble descent, and I will accept him.” 

Catherine’s mother became more anxious about her daughter and 
had recourse to the holy hermit to ask his prayers that her child 
might see the truths of Christianity. A legend says that soon after, 
Catherine one night had a wonderful dream in which the Blessed Virgin 
appeared to her surrounded by the Apostles and other saints. She 
told Catherine that they were all nobler and greater than she, and if 
she would choose one to be her spouse, she would ask her Son to give 
His consent, since they were His subjects. But Catherine answered that 
she did not see one among them whom she could choose. 

Thereupon Christ, surrounded by angels, approached His Mother. 
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The Queen of heaven smilingly asked Catherine if she would perhaps 
like to have Him as her bridegroom. ‘‘Yes,’’ Catherine answered, em- 
phatically. “This one and no other do I choose.” But upon His 
Mother’s inquiry if He would accept Catherine as a bride, Jesus replied: 
“My dear Mother, I cannot accept her as My bride, for in many ways 
she does not resemble Me. She is not beautiful, for she is not yet 
baptized. If, however, she will become a Christian and be regenerated 
in the waters of baptism, then, by sharing in My merits, she shall be 
My bride, and I will place the ring of espousal on her finger.’’ 

On the following morning Catherine told her dream to her mother 
and the astonished mother replied that she had had the same dream. 
From that time the thought of becoming the bride of Christ haunted 
Catherine’s mind day and night. With her mother she visited the 
hermit, who explained the dream, and Catherine shed tears of contri- 
tion for having been so worldly-minded. She began at once to take 
instructions in the Christian religion and took special delight in the 
story of the Passion and Death of her chosen Bridegroom, and of His 
deeds of love. 

After being baptized she became stiil more enlightened and was 
so enraptured with the love of Christ that nothing else could interest 
her. True to His promise, after she had become a Christian, Christ 
appeared to her one night in a vision and placed a ring on her finger, 
ealling her His bride. When she awoke and looked at the finger she 
saw on it the impression of a ring. She took this to be the sign of 
her spiritual espousal with Christ, and henceforth lived for Him alone. 

Much of her time was devoted to prayer. Her studies were con- 
fined to the teachings of Christ and she strove to increase in love and 
devotion to Him. She sought the company of holy persons in order 
to converse with them on heavenly wisdom. In the course of time 
she acquired an extraordinary knowledge of the Christian religion and 
excelled in the practice of Christian virtues. In her domestic relations 
she was truly virtuous and devout. She treated her servants as if 
they were her children, and lived in a simple and economical manner 
in order that she might give more abundantly to the poor, to whom 
she was very generous. 

At this time the country was ruled by the heartless and licentious 
Maximian, a most cruel persecutor of the Christians. To find out the 
Christians in Alexandria, he ordered a great festival in honor of the 
gods. He himself acted as sacrificing priest and ordered all the people 
to come to the temple on the appointed day to take part. Those who 
refused were threatened with death. Catherine prayed for light that 
she might know what course of action to take. Then, rising, she made 
the Sign of the Cross, and, with a few faithful servants, hastened to 
the temple. Going up to the throne of Maximian, she fearlessly rebuked 
him for his cruelty and endeavored to prove to him how iniquitous was 
the worship of false gods and to convince him of the truth of the 
Christian religion. The people standing by were amazed at her courage 
in thus addressing the emperor. 

As she stood before him, majestic in appearance and without the 
least sign of fear, the emperor was silenced and confused. He ordered 
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her to be detained in his palace until morning. Then, upon his com- 
mand, she again appeared before him. In answer to his question as 
to her identity, Catherine replied that she was the daughter of a prince 
and was versed in philosophy, eloquence and other sciences, but, having 
found no peace of heart in all this worldly knowledge, had renounced 
its empty show for the true wisdom to be found in the Christian reli- 
gion. She again endeavored to persuade the emperor to forsake his 
evil ways and turn to the only true God. But he would only agree to 
call for the wisest men of his kingdom to dispute with her on the truth 
of the doctrines she wished him to adopt, hoping to make her apostatize 
instead. 

The day was appointed and Catherine prepared herself by prayer 
for the debate with the pagan sages, begging the Divine assistance that 
the wise according to this world might not only be put to confusion, 
but might also be convinced of the truth of the Christian religion and 
turn to the Catholic Faith. During the night, the Archangel Michael 
appeared to her and promised her success in the controversy and also 
said that her opponents, in answer to her prayer, would become Chris- 
tians and proclaim their loyalty by a glorious martyrdom. Much en- 
couraged, Catherine appeared before her adversaries at the appointed 
hour. She began by making the Sign of the Cross and imploring light 
and strength from above. The sages put forth their strongest argu- 
ments, coupled with all the human wisdom they could command. 
Catherine answered every objection and replied to every assertion. She 
proved to them clearly the existence of God, the Creator of all, existing 
from eternity, and spoke with such convincing force of God’s love for 
man, as shown in the history of the Redemption and the institution of 
the Church of Christ, that she not only silenced her opponents but 
gained them to her cause. They rose from their seats, and, turning 
to Maximian, proclaimed their belief in the one true God, in His Son, 
Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of man, and in the Holy Spirit, the Light 
and Guide of the Church, and declared their readiness to embrace 
Christianity. 

The Christians rejoiced over this triumph, while the heathens were 
greatly enraged at their disgraceful defeat. The eyes of many of the 
latter, however, were opened, and following the example of Catherine’s 
opponents, they also became Christians. 

In his anger and shame the emperor ordered the men to be cast 
into prison. On the following day he questioned them to see if they 
still persisted in their belief in Christ, and, upon their assent, he 
ordered a huge fire to be prepared. The new converts begged Cath- 
erine’s prayers that they might gain the final victory. Catherine 
answered: ‘“‘Blessed are you that have left the darkness and have fol- 
lowed the light of truth. The fire prepared for you will, like the 
waters of baptism, cleanse your souls and open for you the gates of 
heaven.’”’ She made the Sign of the Cross over them, then withdrew 
a short distance, rejoicing and thanking God for this signal victory. 
Without hesitation or fear, the neophites stepped on the pile of burning 
wood, to receive in the flames the crown of martyrdom. When the fire 
had died away, the bodies of the martyrs were found in the ashes 
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untouched by the flames. This wonderful event induced many more 
heathens to acknowledge belief in Christ. 

Maximian then turned his attention to Catherine. He tried to win 
her by flattering promises, even that of making her empress. But 
Catherine spurned all his offers. Maximian had her taken to prison 
to be severely scourged. His orders were most cruelly executed, but 
she bore all with a cheerful countenance and strengthened her soul by 
prayer. The emperor again inquired if she were willing to accept his 
offer, but she steadfastly refused to desert her Heavenly Bridegroom. 
She was again cast into prison and given nothing to eat for twelve days. 
Many of the noble ladies sympathized with her, among them the em- 
press. The latter visited her in prison in company with one of her 
servants. She found Catherine absorbed in prayer in the midst of a 
heavenly light. Having spent the night in the cell with her, both the 
empress and the servant became possessed with a great desire to die 
for Christ. Porphyrius, the servant, began a zealous apostolate among 
the soldiers and through his zeal at least two hundred became Chris- 
tians. Maximian soon heard of this and called Porphyrius and the 
converts into his presence. All boldly confessed their faith. The 
emperor condemned them to the dungeon and later to death. 

The emperor then ordered that Catherine should be executed in 
three days. At this news, she was filled with joy and prepared herself 
by prayer and thanksgiving for the final struggle. The following day 
she was brought once more before the emperor. Though she had not 
tasted food for twelve days, she appeared more beautiful than ever. 
The furious emperor suspected the guards of having given her food, 
but Catherine declared that a dove had come to her every day bringing 
her a delicious fruit. All Maximian’s efforts to break the saint’s con- 
stancy were fruitless, so he ordered a special instrument of torture to 
be made. This was a wheel supplied with knives and hooks. To this 
instrument Catherine was to be fastened so that the wheel, in revolving, 
might tear and mutilate her body in a most frightful manner. Calm, 
and apparently happy, Catherine walked up to the wheel and permitted 
herself to be bound to it. When it began to revolve, she made the 
Sign of the Cross over it and the wheel was completely shattered. 
Catherine stepped forth unharmed. Many who witnessed this wonder 
fell on their knees and professed their belief in Christ. One was the 
empress. Maximian was so enraged at this that he ordered her to be 
hacked to pieces with sharp hooks. 

The next day Catherine was again summoned before the emperor, 
but she refused to sacrifice to the gods as he demanded of her and 
proclaimed her willingness to suffer death for the name of Christ, 
whereupon Maximian ordered that she be beheaded. When she gazed 
upon the block upon which she was to lay her head, her face lit up 
with a smile, for she regarded it as the altar where her heavenly 
espousals were to take place, by which she would be joined in an eternal 
union with her Divine Bridegroom. Kneeling down, she raised her eyes 
and hands to heaven and thanked God for accepting the sacrifice of her 
life. She begged God as a last request that all who would praise and 
glorify His Name in memory of her martyrdom might receive a speedy 
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their pens and impart eloquence to their words. 

St. Catherine is ranked as one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers in 
Need. Many wonderful favors are ascribed to her powerful intercession. 
She is especially invoked against diseases of the tongue. 

Numberless chapels have been placed under her patronage, espe- 
cially in France, where her feast was a day of obligation until the seven- 
teenth century. In the beginning of the fifteenth century, St. Catherine 
began to be regarded as a special patroness of soldiers. This special 
devotion to her on the part of those in military life was stimulated by 
the report that she had appeared to St. Joan of Arc and had advised 
and assisted her in her battles. In addition to being the patroness and 
inspirer of St. Joan, who is herself the patroness of Christian warriors, 
St. Catherine has often vouchsafed special aid to soldiers by rescuing 
the imprisoned, curing the injured and saving the doomed. Moreover, 
through her inspiration and aid, soldiers have received strength to 
withstand temptation, and to remain steadfast and true to their ideals, 
to their cause and to their flag, whatever might be the cost. These are 
the rarest gifts heaven can accord the fighting men on the field of battle. 
They are liberties and triumphs higher and dearer than the life and 
freedom and victory that are so dear to every soldier. 

The spirit of this intrepid defender of the Faith, the high and 
lofty idealism of this virgin-martyr, and the powerful influence of her 
virtuous life, are sorely needed in the present day. We, therefore, do 
well in invoking her intercession and seeking her aid in our strivings 
to fulfil the precepts of Christ, the ‘‘Lawgiver of our souls,’’ so that we 
may come to Him, who is “the true mountain whence comes all our 
help” (Collect of the Mass), to win the victory for Christian civilization. 


_ClCOo.C— an 


In the School of the Cross 
4 ee 


IVINE Love found its fullest expression 
in the death of the Son of God upon the 
Cross. On the Cross the love of God 
triumphed over the hatred of Satan and 
celebrated its grandest victory over the 
powers of hell. This triumph the Church 
celebrates with great jubilation on the 
Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, 
September 14th. 

But as Christ redeemed the world by 
the Cross and thereby gave us the greatest 
proof of His merciiul love, so He has made the cross the crucible 
for the purification of souls and the touchstone of their love for Him. 
He tells us that we cannot be His disciples unless we take up our 
cross daily and follow Him. But the cross which we are asked to 
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bear is not a material cross of wood like that of our Savior, but a 
spiritual cross, formed of the sufferings and trials which are our daily 
portion in this life. The cross of suffering and humiliation was never 
absent from Our Lord’s life, and it is through this cross that we must 
be made like to Him, and, like Him, enter into eternal glory. 

For this reason the Church has us pray, in the Collect of the Mass 
of the Feast: “O God, who gladdenest us this day with the yearly 
solemnity of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, grant, we beseech 
Thee, that as we have learned to know its mystery on earth, so we 
may merit to enjoy in heaven the reward of its redemption.” 

We cannot learn to know the “mystery of the Cross” except 
through trials, sufferings and humiliations. Did we but realize this 
truth as we ought, we would strive to make all the troubles of life turn 
to our eternal profit. The counsels given by St. Francis de Sales on 
this subject will teach us how to become apt pupils in the school of 
the Cross. These are the words of the saint: — 

“I beg God to dwell in the midst of your heart, thus giving you 
a share in His Cross. May He communicate to you His holy patience 
and His Divine love, which makes tribulations so precious; for they 
are more precious than gold to souls chosen by God. What blessing 
can I wish you greater than that of being faithful to Our Lord amidst 
the troubles of all kinds that distress you? How good it is for us 
to have troubles and sorrows and annoyances; for they are the way 
to heaven if we only consecrate them to God. We are on earth only 
to suffer. Unhappy they who have their consolation in this world! 
They will have none in the next. This life is nothing but a time of 
temptation and trials to correct us, purify us, and detach us. Blessed 
will you be if you receive with a childlike and loving heart. what Our 
Lord sends you from a Heart so paternally solicitous for your per- 
fection, for nothing comes from that Divine Hand which is not 
profitable to souls that fear Him, either for their purification or for 
their progress in Divine love. 

“When we no longer have anything to suffer we shall no longer 
live. A sick man is sent out of the hospital as soon as he is cured, 
and our cure is only effected by suffering. Lift up your eyes to heaven. 
You will see that not one of those mortals now in immortality has 
arrived there but by troubles and continual trials. The cross is the 
ladder by which we pass from these temporal to the eternal years. 
There is no other path to heaven. For this reason, though on the one 
hand I cannot help feeling compassion for you, through the charity 
I bear you, on the other, I glory in the Cross of Our Lord, since you 
are so happy as to have a share therein. Oh, if envy could exist in 
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the kingdom of eternal love, the angels would envy men two excellent 
things which consist in suffering; one is, that Our Lord suffered on 
the Cross for us, and not for them, at least not so expressly; the other 
is what men endure for Our Lord, — the sufferings of God for men 
and the sufferings of men for God. 

“The true servants of God therefore have always had a high esteem 
for the path of suffering as being more like that of our Head, who 
would work out our salvation and the glory of His Name only by 
the cross of humiliations. I tell you then to look at your afflictions 
only through the Cross, and you will find them so small, or at least 
so pleasant, that you will prefer suffering before any enjoyment that 
is without it. 

“Whoever wishes to bear well the trials of this life should keep 
his mind fixed on the most holy will of God, and his hopes on a blessed 
eternity. All these troubles and annoyances will soon be over. They 
are only moments, and we have not yet shed our blood for Him who 
poured out all His love for us on the Cross. 

“Oh, this is the way to serve God; for it is to serve Him as God, 
and through an excellent and incomparable love. On what occasions 
can we make on earth those great acts of the unchangeable union of 
our ‘hearts with the will of God, and of the mortification of self-love, 
and, in a word, of our own crucifixion, but in these sharp attacks? 
How often have we felt repugnance for the remedies offered us by 
the physician, and yet, when presented by some dearly-loved hand, 
love overcame our aversion and we received them thankfully! 

“Certainly love takes away the sharpness of suffering or makes 
us willing to bear it. As your sufferings increase, you must redouble 
your courage, remembering that He, who to show His love for you 
has chosen the death of the Cross, will draw you more and more closely 
to His love and His glory by the crosses He sends you. Be firm 
in the confidence we ought to have in Divine Providence, which when 
it sends you crosses will give you shoulders strong enough to bear them. 
You know well that God keeps the portion of His children for the 
future life, and that here below He generally gives His best beloved 
only the honor of suffering much and of carrying their cross after 
Him. My desire is that your cross should be entirely the Cross of 
Jesus Christ, and as for the material of this cross and the choice of 
it, God knows well what He does. Courage! God will certainly show 
you His mercy if you are faithful to Him. What a happiness it is 
that His Divine Majesty should employ us in His service, not by 
acting only, but by suffering. How happy we are when we suffer, 
if only we suffer well, and satisfy the justice of God! 
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“I beg of Our Lord to be your consolation, and to make you 
clearly understand that we must enter into the kingdom of heaven 
through many trials and tribulations, and that crosses and afflictions 
are more to be desired than comforts and delights. May God bless 
you in the love of His holy Cross.” 

The Cross, like to Him who died on it, is “set for the fall and 
the resurrection of many.” It will either raise us aloft and be a ladder 
to heaven, or fall upon us and crush us by its weight. A soul not 
attuned to the Divine will becomes grieved and embittered under the 
cross of affliction, murmurs against God and angrily turns away from 
Him. But one that is mellowed and purified by adversity, recognizing 
it as a gift from the hand of God, uses it as the stepping stone to 
higher things. 

A type of the latter is the mother of a large family, who, after 
passing through a long series of difficulties, of which the end is not 
yet in sight, declares that adversity has been wonderful to them, and 
thanks God on her knees because everywhere families are going to 
moral ruin as the result of too much prosperity. Constrained by 
pressing needs to cast all her care upon God, she faces the future 
calmly in the firm hope that He will not overwhelm her family with 
more adversity than they are able to bear. She has learned in the 
school of the Cross to treasure the Mass more highly and to participate 
daily in its celebration. Trials have knit her heart more closely to 
that of Christ, and each night she keeps an hour of vigil with Him. 
Daily the family unite in the recitation of the Rosary, and together 
they frequent the Holy Table. Thus faith has been strengthened and 
the flame of love increased, hearts have become detached from the 
fleeting goods of this world and treasures are being stored up in 
heaven where neither rust nor moth consume. 

May we, too, be of that happy number whom the cross serves 
as a ladder to heaven, and with the sincere conviction of St. Paul 
be able to exclaim: “God forbid that I should glory save in the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified 
to me and I to the world” (Gal. vi. 14). Then, when our course 
in the school of the Cross has been completed, we shall be awarded 
the diploma which will gain us admittance into the glorious kingdom 
purchased for us by Christ on the Cross and merited by our own 
faithful carrying of the cross after Him. 





The Cross is my sure salvation. The Cross I ever adore. The 
Cross of my Lord is with me. The Cross is my refuge. (St. Thomas. 
Aquinas.) 300 days. 











Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
tbe 
The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE IX — The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints 
tbe 
The Church, the Custodian of the Bible 


Bible, but she is and has been its custodian from the beginning. 
She it was who gave to mankind this priceless heritage. She it 
was who collected the many and widely dispersed manuscripts contain- 
ing the Sacred Writings, and identified them as the inspired word of 
God. And it was she, finally, who with painstaking care united into 
one volume the various books which make up the Bible as we have 
it today. Only an infallible Church could accomplish such a task. 
The first catalogue or official list of books belonging to the Bible 
was drawn up by a Roman synod held in 382, under Pope St. Damasus. 
This Damasan catalogue presents the complete and perfect canon* of 
the Scriptures which has been that of the Universal Church to the 
present day. Identical lists were drawn up by the synods of Carthage 
held in 393, 397, and 419, in which St. Augustine was doubtless the 
leading spirit; and by Pope Innocent I in 405. The Council of Florence, 
in 1442, taught that all the Scriptures are Divinely inspired, but did 
not formally state which books were genuine parts of the Bible. On 
April 8, 1546, after Martin Luther had rejected certain books of the 
Bible, the Council of Trent issued a solemn decree, declaring as ‘‘sacred 
and canonical’ all the books of the Old and the New Testament, of 
which it drew up an official list, identical with those drawn up by the 
synods and councils above mentioned. This action on the part of the 
Council of Trent placed beyond all permissibility of doubt on the part 
of Catholics the sacredness and canonicity of the traditional Bible. 
Some three centuries later, on April 24, 1870, the Vatican Council 
formally ratified the action of Trent. In its decree, the Vatican Council 
declared as follows: ‘The Books of the Old and New Testament, whole 
and entire, with all their parts, as enumerated in the decree of the 
same Council (Trent) and in the ancient Latin Vulgate, are to be 
received as sacred and canonical, not because, having been composed 
by human industry, they were afterwards approved by her authority; 
nor only because they contained revelation without error; but because, 


N OT only is the Church the Divinely appointed interpreter of the 


*Canon means a standard or rule. The Canon of Scripture means the list of 
books officially recognized as being genuine parts of the Bible. 
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having been written under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, they have 
God for their author.” 

The Church is older in point of time than the New Testament, 
having exercised her sacred ministry for some eight years before a 
single line of the New Testament was written. By the time the New 
Testament was completed (about 96 A. D.) she had labored for sixty- 
three years in bringing the Gospel of Christ to the various nations of 
the then known world. Moreover, it was her own sons, all of them 
bishops and pastors of her flocks, who wrote the books of the New 
Testament, and it was she who collected its scattered parts from 
Jerusalem, Rome, Corinth, Thessalonica and other places and united 
them with the books of the Old Testament, thus giving to the world 
God’s inspired writings in one volume, the “Bible.’”’ She is therefore 
not only the custodian but the mother of the New Testament. 


The Books Which Compose the Bible 


The Old Testament consists of twenty-one historical books, relating 
to the history of the early ages of the world and of the Jewish nation; 
seven moral books, consisting of prayers and holy maxims; and eighteen 
books of prophecies. 

The historical Books are: the Pentateuch, or five Books of Moses, 
namely: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy; the 
Book of Josue; the Book of Judges; the Book of Ruth; the four Books 
of Kings; the two Books of Chronicles or of Paralipomenon; the Book 
of Esdras; the Book of Nehemias; the Book of Tobias; the Book of 
Judith; the Book of Esther; and the two Books of the Machabees., 

The moral Books are: the Book of Job, the Psalms, the Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, the Canticle of Canticles, the Book of Wisdom, and 
Ecclesiasticus. 

The Books of Prophecies are those of Isaias, Jeremias (including 
Lamentations), Baruch, Ezechiel, Daniel, Osee, Joel, Amos, Abdias, 
Jonas, Micheas, Nahum, Habacuc, Sophonias, Aggeus, Zacharias, and 
Malachy. 

The New Testament consists of the four Gospels or histories of the 
life of Christ by St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke and St. John; the 
Acts of the Apostles, by St. Luke; the fourteen Epistles of St. Paul; 
one Epistle of St. James; two Epistles of St. Peter; three Epistles of 
St. John; one Epistle of St. Jude; and the Apocalypse by St. John. 


Preservation and Propagation of the Bible 


History testifies to the painstaking care and zeal which the Church 
exercised in the preservation of the Bible and in the multiplication of 
copies, which, previous to the invention of printing, had to be accom- 
plished by hand at the cost of much time, labor, and money. This 
work was done chiefly by her monks, who painstakingly copied the 
Bible word for word, on beautifully illumined scrolls of parchment. 

We of the present day, when books are rolled from the presses 
by the thousands at comparatively small cost, can but faintly conceive 
what it meant in the early ages to produce even one copy of the Bible. 
According to a learned Protestant, named Buckingham, it cost about 
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$1,090 in labor and materials in the Middle Ages to produce just one 
copy of the Bible, and we are told elsewhere that it required two years 
for one copyist to complete the work. Under such conditions only 
the very wealthy could afford a copy of the Bible and its circulation 
Was necessarily very limited. In order to make it available to as many 
of the faithful as possible, the Church adopted the practice of placing 
a copy of the Bible in such places as the sacristies of churches or the 
guest houses of monasteries. And lest these precious Bibles should 
be carried off by unscrupulous perscas, they were often fastened or 
chained to a stand, as is done in our days with telephone directories 
and other books designed for public use. From this practice is derived 
the gross calumny of the enemies of the Church that the Church 
“chained”’ the Bible in order to keep it from the people, whereas, on 
the contrary, it was really a desire to give the Bible to the people 
that prompted her to do so. 


Translations of the Bible 


In the course of time, as Christianity spread, the Church had the 
Bible translated into various languages, so that it might be available 
to all the faithful. In this work, great care was exercised so that no 
errors might creep in. In 383, St. Jerome, then a deacon, was com- 
missioned by Pope Damasus I to make an official Latin translation from 
the original Hebrew and Greek texts. The result of this work, which 
occupied some thirty years, was the “Vulgate,” so called because it 
was in the “vulgar’’ tongue—that is, in the language commonly 
spoken by the people. This has remained ever since the approved 
Latin version, with which all Catholic translations must agree.* 

As early as the 8th century, a great part of the Bible was trans- 
lated into English by the renowned English Benedictine monk and 
scholar, Venerable Bede, and even before that time some parts of the 
Bible had been translated into the English language. But during 
the Protestant Reformation in England, many false translations were 
made, and the need arose for a reliable and accurate translation for 
the use of Catholics. Such a translation was made by a group of 
English priests and educators, exiled in France, chief of whom was 
Dr. Gregory Martin. The New Testament was published at Rheims, 
France, in 1582, and the Old Testament at Douay, Belgium, in 1609-10. 
From this circumstance the new version derived the name of the 
Rheims-Douay Bible. This version, revised, and modernized in regard 
to phraseology by Bishop Challoner of London, in 1750, has remained 
the best known standard Catholic version down to the present day. 

Because of progressive changes in the English language, natural 
to all living tongues, the need of a revision for English-speaking 
Catholics has been recognized for some time by students of the Scrip- 
tures. Particularly was the need felt for a better and more modernly 
phrased text of the Scriptures to serve as a basis for the study of 
the life of Our Lord by the discussion clubs of the Confraternity of 

*For some years past, a commission of twenty Benedictine monks, in Rome, 
working under an Abbot, has been engaged in the task of revising the Vulgate. 


It is expected that this gigantic work will be completed about the year 1952, unless 
it should be delayed on account of the war. 
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Christian Doctrine here in the United States. Accordingly, the Epis- 
copal Committee of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, with the 
approbation of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, in 1936 appointed a 
commission of Biblical scholars to undertake the work. Biblical scholars 
of other English-speaking countries, particularly Canada, England and 
Ireland, also co-operated. 

This monumental work was completed in 1941, after five years of 
intensive labor. The new version presents the New Testament in 
clear, modern language, and does away with many obscure expressions 
which on account of changes of language could no longer be understood 
by the average reader. It is hoped that this new version will awaken 
a renewed interest in the word of God, and bring home to the faithful 
the Divine message contained in the books of the New Testament. 
“A New Testament in every Catholic home”’ is the slogan adopted by 
the National New Testament Committee. 

The same Biblical commission, with the addition of a number of 
scholars, is now engaged in a revision of the Old Testament, and ex- 
pects to have the work completed in 1944, unless it is delayed by 
unforeseen circumstances. 


Catholics Not Forbidden to Read the Bible 


From the foregoing it is clear that Catholics are not forbidden 
to read the Bible, as many of the Church’s enemies would have us 
believe. Far from forbidding them to do so, the Church offers every 
encouragement to her children to read the Scriptures. However, as 
a prudent mother, she restricts their reading to correct versions only, 
and demands that they read a translation approved by her, which 
explains by means of notes the more difficult passages, to prevent 
harm being done by erroneous opinions. 

In an encyclical on the study of Holy Scripture, Pope Leo XIII, 
in 1893, expressed this fact as follows: ‘“‘By admirable laws and regu- 
lations, she (the Church) has always shown herself solicitous that 
‘The celestial treasure of the Sacred Books, so bountifully bestowed 
upon man by the Holy Spirit, should not be neglected.’ She has pre- 
scribed that a considerable portion of them shall be read and piously 
reflected upon by all her ministers in the daily Office of the sacred 
psalmody. She has ordered that in cathedral churches, in monasteries, 
and in other convents in which study can conveniently be pursued, 
they shall be expounded and interpreted by capable men; and she 
has strictly commanded that her children shall be fed with the saving 
words of the Gospel at least on Sundays and solemn feasts.” 

This same Pontiff has granted an indulgence of 300 days, each 
day, to all the faithful who read from the Scriptures for at least a 
quarter of an hour with the veneration due to the Divine word. 

The Church does not permit her children to read Protestant Bibles, 
because they contain many errors and false doctrines regarding even 
the fundamental truths of Christianity. She does not wish to keep 
from them the bread of truth, but only that which might prove harmful 
to them; for she well knows that the word BIBLE on the covers does 
not guarantee that what is in the book is truly the word of God. 
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Luther and the Bible 


The claim that Martin Luther ‘‘discovered’”’ the Bible and was the 
first to translate it into the language of the people is not only false 
but absurd. Between the invention of printing in 1450 and the first 
of all Protestant Bibles, the German translation produced by Luther 
(Old Testament, 1522; New Testament, 1534), there were several 
hundred editions of the Bible under the auspices and supervision of 
the Catholic Church, nearly two hundred of which were in the lan- 
guages of the people. There were twenty-nine printed editions of the 
Bible in German before Luther’s translation appeared, nine of which 
were printed before Luther was born. Copies of two of these Bibles 
may be found right here in our own country; one, printed by Gutenberg, 
the inventor of the printing press, three years before Luther’s birth, 
is preserved in the Congressional Library in Washington, D.C., and 
another, printed the same year Luther was born, is preserved in the 
library of Notre Dame University. 

It has been proved that Luther made use of these various Catholic 
editions of the Bible in preparing his own. However, he did not 
adhere to the original text, as the Church was careful to do in each 
translation, but changed and omitted such parts as did not suit him. 


Differences between the Catholic and Protestant Bible 


Due to the fact that the Protestant Bible was derived from the 
Catholic Bible, the former is, to a considerable extent, the same as 
the latter. However, there are some notable differences. The Catholic 
Bible, as we have said, consists of 73 books, of which 46 belong to 
the Old and 27 to the New Testament. 

The Protestant version omits from the Old Testament seven whole 
books and parts of two others. The books omitted are: Tobias, Judith, 
Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, the two Books of the Machabees, and 
portions of Esther and Daniel. Moreover, there are many differences 
in the translation. The Protestant reformers changed many texts to 
give force to their particular doctrines and thus gave to the sacred 
text an entirely different meaning from that intended. For example, 
where St. Paul says: “‘A man is justified by faith’’ (Rom. iii. 28), Luther 
inserted the word “‘alone,’”’ so that the text reads: “‘A man is justified 
by faith alone.’”’ In many other instances the text was thus corrupted 
so that it lost its original meaning. In many instances also the 
Protestant Bible — as for example the King James version — sacrifices 
correctness of translation for beauty of expression, and thus is no 
longer the true word of God. Hence we see the wisdom of the Church 
in forbidding her children to read Protestant versions of the Bible. 

Let us, then, after the example of our most holy Mother, the 
Church, and in obedience to her wishes, treasure the sacred volume of 
the Scriptures as “‘a Letter written by our Heavenly Father and trans- 
mitted by the sacred writers to the human race in its pilgrimage so 
far from its heavenly country” (St. Chrysostom). Let us, with rev- 
erence, attention and love read it and listen to it when it is explained 
to us from the pulpit by God’s ministers, the priests. To be continued 
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The Faithful Angel 
0-0- O-0--e 


T WAS midnight. The busy pastor still sat at his desk, 
writing. Suddenly there was a knock at the door. 
The pastor arose and went to see who might be wanting 
him at that hour. A robust, handsome man, in rustic 
apparel, stood before him. 

“Your Reverence,” began the stranger, “down in 

the mill valley there is a man lying sick unto death. 

I pray you, bring him the last sacraments. And please make haste, 

for it is so urgent that you will no longer find him among the living 

if you delay.” 

The visitor was about to take his leave, but the priest urged him 
to accompany him with the Holy Viaticum. The man acquiesced 
silently, with a glance so full of joy and gratitude that the priest was 
deeply impressed. 

Through the darkness they made their way toward the mill valley. 
The stranger led the way to a shabby hut which clung to the side of 
the hill. Softly opening the door, he put down the lantern and the 
bell which he was carrying, and withdrew. Entering the room, the 
priest turned to the sick man to sprinkle him with holy water. To 
his surprise, he noticed that the man on the pallet was the very 
image of the person who had accompanied him, though somewhat 
paler. The pastor was perplexed. How could the man have slipped 
into bed so quickly? Yet the likeness was so striking that there could 
be no doubt. Thinking the man was endeavoring to make light of 
him, the priest remarked: “One who is able to walk as far as you 
have tonight is not sick unto death. Therefore I have nothing to do 
here.” With these words he turned to go. 

The sick man raised his trembling hands and with a weak voice, 
broken by sobs, pleaded: “Reverend Father! You are mistaken. 
Believe me, I did not call you, nor do I know who it was that did so. 
Only see how I tremble with fever. How could I in this condition 
have walked such a distance? For two days I have been lying here, 
unable to raise myself. In vain I have waited for some compassionate 
soul to approach my hut. I had no one to send to you. But God 
be praised and thanked that you are here, Father. My prayer was not 
in vain. Day and night I prayed that God would not permit me to 
die without the last sacraments. I feel that my hours are numbered. 
Now I shall die gladly...” He reflected for a few moments, and then 
continued, “Ah, now I know who it was that called you. God sent 
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my Guardian Angel to you! Reverend Father, please administer the 
sacraments quickly.” 

Overcome with joy, the pastor now acted as the good Samaritan 
toward ,the sick man. Every doubt had vanished. It could not be 
otherwise. The Guardian Angel had led him to his deathbed. 
Deeply moved, he administered the last sacraments. Nor did death 
delay long. With great effort the sick man clasped in his cold hands 
a Crucifix handed to him. Raising it to his lips and kissing it, he 
breathed forth his soul... 

With increased joy in his holy calling, the priest was now more 
firmly convinced than ever: “God never forsakes his own. A faithful 
angel is ever at our side!” 


<—_—_<<—_<— 


Purgatory and Conversions 
a x ol 


i. AG HE consoling doctrine of purgatory has been a means of 
oe bringing many souls to the True Faith. It was the Catholic 
teaching regarding purgatory that brought about the con- 
version of a certain Lutheran. He had lost a very dear 
brother, and to add gravity to the circumstances of the 

: death, the summons had come in the midst of a banquet. 
The man could not dismiss the scene from his mind, but constantly 
pondered over the sudden step from a joyous festive hall to a somber 
cofin. His heart was tormented, his soul sought for comfort. He 
realized that for admittance into heaven perfect purity of soul was 
necessary, and in his religious tenets he found no teaching of an 
intermediate place between heaven and the infernal abyss. 

His fears became a veritable agony and he could find no rest. 
His days were without light or joy, his nights without repose, his 
thoughts without hope. It was not long before his health became 
visibly affected and his doctor ordered him to travel. The man 
objected that he might die in the midst of strangers in some hotel 
where no one would’ so much as know his name, but would have to 
search among his papers to learn the identity of the traveler who 
needed nothing else than a lodging in the cemetery. But at length, 
yielding to his friends’ persistent urging, he consented and boarded 
a ship for Europe. 

Here, by good chance, he fell in with a Catholic gentleman with 
whom he frequently engaged in deep conversation, for many common 
interests attracted one to the other. It came about in this way that 
he revealed to his new-found friend the cause of his deep sadness and 
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the anxiety which tormented him regarding the possible eternal fate 
of one he had loved so much. The friend consoled him by explaining 
to him the Catholic teaching on purgatory and the practice of praying 
for the departed and offering various suffrages for them. .With a 
deep sigh of emotion the Lutheran replied: “How strongly I feel 
drawn to your Faith so that I may pray for and help my brother! 
When I can do that, I shall be able to breathe. Your Faith enables 
you to help one another after death. Your prayers take from the 
grave its horrible silence. Between heaven and earth a place of 
expiation has been revealed to your Church by God. Perhaps my 
brother may be there. I will become a Catholic to deliver him.” 

Many similar instances could be related of the new light that 
the Catholic doctrine of purgatory gives to the non-Catholic when he 
grasps it in its true significance. While it may seem strange to us 
that Protestantism has failed to retain so beautiful a doctrine, one 
so reasonable and so full of hope and consolation as this doctrine 
of the existence of purgatory and prayer for the dead, is there 
not room for shame and regret on our part at the thought of what 
we might do for the holy souls in comparison with what we actually 
do? May prayers for the dead “increase and multiply” and bring 
deliverance to the souls in purgatory, fill heaven with fresh recruits, 
dry up the tears of those who mourn, and gain over to the True 
Faith those who are outside its saving influence. 





His Mother’s Birthday Present 
eee 


t Lyons, some years ago, a young soldier went to the chaplain 
of his regiment about four o’clock one afternoon and asked 
him to hear his confession and give him Holy Communion. 

“Hear your confession? Certainly; but won’t tomorrow 

be time enough for Holy Communion? You know it is not 

customary to give Holy Communion at this time of day, except to the 
sick.”’ - 

“But, Father, today is my mother’s birthday. Ever since I joined 
the army I have given her the birthday present that I know she likes 
best — I mean I have gone to Holy Communion. I intended to go to 
confession yesterday afternoon, but we had an unexpected review that 
kept me in the ranks all afternoon; and all day today we have been 
kept busy in camp. I haven’t broken my fast, and I thought perhaps, 
under the circumstances, you would let me receive Holy Communion at 
this time.” 

“T will,” the chaplain replied. ‘‘The mother of so good a son 
deserves to have her birthday present.” 














Little frovers’ freague 


—=-000-2— 


EPTEMBER is back with us once more, and with it 
the dear old school days, full of work, yet full of 
fun, too. Of course you are all anxious to make the 
best of every opportunity now lying before you. If 
so, you know, dear little friends, that right in the be- 
ginning of the school year is the time to start to “sow 
the seeds” of the “tree of knowledge” if you hope to 
pluck good fruit at examination time and later in life. 
That means you must be attentive in your classes and diligent in 
doing your work. But there’s something else you must not forget — 
and that is to ask Jesus to bless your efforts. If you can make a little 
visit to Him in the Blessed Sacrament each day, that will be an ex- 
cellent way of doing so. But at least you can ask His help for the 
day when you say your morning prayers; and again, when you have 
a very hard lesson or task to perform, you can whisper a little prayer 
to Him. In the evening, then, when you say your night prayers, 
you will thank Him for the help He has given you. If you do this 
and try to do everything as you think He would do it if He were 
in your place, you will be sure to succeed, for with God’s blessing 
everything succeeds. 





The Holy Childhood Association 


DE® Little Lovers, when you were a tiny baby you were taken to 

the church to be baptized. Something wonderful took place in 
your soul as the priest poured the water on your head and said: 
“I baptize thee in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost.” First of all, your soul was cleansed from original 
sin. Up until then your soul was not beautiful because it was stained 
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with the sin which the devil caused Adam and Eve to commit in the 
garden of Paradise. But the sacrament of baptism made it pure and 
holy. The evil spirit was driven away and the Holy Ghost Himself 
came to dwell in you. Baptism made you a child of God. It gave 
you many other wonderful graces too. It gave you the supernatural 
virtues of faith, hope and charity and imprinted a mark on your 
soul which will never be taken away. This mark shows that you 
belong to God and are a member of the Catholic Church. Baptism 
made it possible for you to receive the other sacraments, for example 
confession and Holy Communion. It gave you a claim to heaven. 

Dear children, you can never thank God often enough for His 
great love in permitting you to receive the sacrament of baptism. 
You ought to thank Him for this grace every day of your lives. 

God gave you the wonderful gift of baptism because your father 
and mother are Catholics. But just think for a moment of the 
thousands and thousands, yes, millions of poor little children who 
have never received this wonderful grace. In pagan lands, especially, 
as for example in China, hundreds of little children die nearly every 
day without having been baptized. But do you know that, far away 
as they are, you can help bring the grace of baptism to many of 
these poor little children? The way is very easy and you will surely 
want to do all you can to help. It is simply by becoming a member 
of the Holy Childhood Association and doing what it requires. This 
Association celebrates its one-hundredth birthday this year, so if any 
of our Little Lovers are not members, it would be a fine time to 
become one. 

The Holy Childhood Association was founded by a holy bishop 
in France, just one hundred years ago. The bishop had to leave 
France on account of the enemies of the Church, so he devoted himself 
to spreading the Faith in foreign lands. He was a zealous missionary. 
It grieved him to see how millions of children died every year who 
were lost to God because they were not baptized. He saw, too, how 
thousands and thousands of others grew up in slavery and paganism 
because there were no missionaries to teach them about God and the 
Holy Catholic Church. The heart of the good bishop was so moved 
to pity for these poor pagan children that he wanted to do something 
for them. He thought of a plan to have all the Catholic children 
of France form an Association which would help these destitute chil- 
dren. He asked them to do only two things: (1) To give one 
penny every month for the missions. (2) Every day to say a Hail 
Mary and the little prayer, “Holy Virgin Mary, pray for us and for 
the poor pagan children.” 
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The chief aim of the Association was to secure the baptism of 
dying pagan children by helping to send missionaries to them, and 
by prayer. But as the Society became larger, it also undertook to 
build orphanages and schools where such children might be protected 
and educated. Soon after the Society was begun in France, it spread 
to nearly all the Catholic countries, and thousands and thousands of 
Catholic children joined it. This has made it possible for millions 
of pagan children to be saved. 

The Popes have praised the noble work that the Association of 
the Holy Childhood has accomplished. Pope Pius XI, who is called 
the “Pope of the Missions,” said of it: “The Holy Childhood is a 
most marvelous work, not only because it furnishes missions with 
considerable financial aid, but also because it forms an apostolic 
spirit in our children. We ardently desire that the work of the Holy 
Childhood, already so prosperous, should develop more and more.” 

Pope Pius XI made this Society a Pontifical Association, that is 
to say, one that is particularly under the Pope’s supervision, and he 
said that it should be regarded as a branch of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith. 

The present Pope, our Holy Father, Pius XII, has likewise shown 
his fatherly interest in this Association. As Cardinal Pacelli, he was 
the Holy Childhood Association’s Cardinal Protector. When he became 
Pope, he kept that office and has not ceased to recommend the. Holy 
Childhood as a work which brings very great blessings to all children, 
both Christian and pagan. 

Through the Holy Childhood Association the little children of 
the Catholic Church have helped to bring about marvelous results 
in the work of the missions. Thousands of missionary Priests, Brothers 
and Sisters have gone to all parts of the globe and brought the Faith 
to places where even less than fifty years ago the name of Jesus 
was unknown. Hundreds of thousands of converts have been made. 
Churches, chapels, schools and charitable institutions of every kind 
have been built. This glorious result, the alms, sacrifices and prayers 
of little children have helped to bring about in no small measure 
through the Holy Childhood Association. At the present time nearly 
three-quarters of a million of children belong to the Association. You, 
too, can and should belong to it. Perhaps you could ask your teacher 
to tell your class about the Holy Childhood Association and you 
could have a little Mission Society in your class, with someone ap- 
pointed to collect the penny each month and send it to the headquarters, 
which are: Pontifical Association of the Holy Childhood, National 
Office, 949 N. Lincoln Avenue, N. S., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
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Ah Chai, the Child Leper 

Ah Chai was a little Chinese girl about eight or nine years of age. 
She was a leper and had been taken far away from home and aban- 
doned. Someone had found her, desperate with hunger, wandering 
aimlessly around the big town of Sun Wui. When it was discovered 
that she was a leper, a policeman took her in charge and pushed her 
along to a leper asylum, while a crowd of people stared at her. That 
was the only time she was ever seen to cry. She was barefoot and 
carried all her belongings — an old cotton coat and pantaloons, a bowl 
and chopsticks — bound up in a ragged cloth. At first glance, there 
was no sign of leprosy except on her deformed little hand and arm. 
Later leprosy became quite apparent, but it never disfigured her face. 

There was a charm about the little girl that could come only 
from the hand of God, something about her that made one think of 
St. Agnes, or of the little child martyrs of the early Church, who 
suffered pain like the strongest soldier. Ah Chai suffered much. Once 
she had some severe burns, and another time she had a raging fever, 
but she never uttered a whimper. 

Ah Chai was a normal little girl, but it was only at her funeral 
that people began to think of the child as a saint, and it was the 
lepers who first said it. She died from the terrible disease, for which 
there is no hope of cure even in the finest hospital. She passed away 
with the same gentle calmness that she had showed in everything. The 
loss of Ah Chai was felt keenly, and even the lepers, so used to the 
disease, sorrowed at her passing. Never were so many tears shed in 
the colony. This “Little Flower’ of Sun Wui had grown up in a 
pagan atmosphere and bloomed in a leper colony, where suffering and 
misery are very great. She became God’s little rose because on coming 
to the mission she received the grace of baptism, and this was made 
possible only because good Catholic men, women and children had 
been generous toward the missions. 

You will probably never know, dear children, how many little 
souls you will help to save by becoming members of the Holy Childhood 
Association, but God will know and when you go to heaven you will 
see all the souls you have helped to save. 

Practice: Make it a practice to say a Hail Mary every day for 
unbaptized children and the little prayer, ‘Holy Virgin Mary, pray 
for us and for the poor pagan children,’’ when you say your morning 
prayers. 

Aspiration: Our Lady of the Missions, pray for us! 
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S the warrior-angel, St. Michael, still continues to champion 
the cause of God as he championed it when Lucifer led the 
revolt of the proud spirits in heaven, turn to him and invoke 
his aid for victory over the spiritual and physical enemies 
of our days. Send for the booklet, "NEATH ST. MICHAEL’S 
SHIELD for a history of devotion to him and devotions 
in his’ honor. 10¢. 





It’s good to remember that wherever we go we are accompanied by 
a celestial companion. Learn about the angelic spirit who protects you, 
points out dangers and guides you in numberless ways. Habituate yourself 
to ask your Guardian Angel’s assistance. Teach your children about this 
beautiful angel who watches over them. The booklet, OUR HEAVENLY 
COMPANIONS, will foster devotion to your holy Guardian Angel, and 
provide prayers in his honor. 10¢. 
Maire 





y my. ARY’S SEVEN SORROWS offers beautiful considerations on the 

J chief dolors of our Blessed Lady which will. be most appropriate 
for her feast on the 15th of this month. Each dolor is illustrated. 
Proper of Mass of the Seven Dolors, novena and prayers. 10¢. 


Our Sorrowful Mother compassionates all who suffer. Honor 
'g—= Mary and seek her intercession by venerating her sorrows. 
ern Foster a tender love for Mary Sorrowful by using our booklet, 
ee DEVOTION TO THE MOTHER OF SORROWS. 10¢. 


Reflections on the Holy Name of Mary will be found in the 
booklet, MARY, OUR MOTHER, which you may wish to use for the feast 
occurring on September 12. Also treats of everything that our Heavenly 
Mother means to us. 10¢. 


LITURGICAL NOVENAS and TRIDUUMS for all the Feasts of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary contains devotions for each of Mary’s feasts, including 
those not celebrated by the whole Church; a brief explanation of “True 
Devotion” according to Blessed De Montfort, with act of consecration and 
many beautiful prayers. 128 pages. 15¢. 


> 


By: 


ESUS in the Blessed Sacrament is the source of all graces. 
Cast your cares into His tender Heart throbbing for love of 
you in the Holy Eucharist. MY DAILY VISIT will provide 
you with a loving little talk to your Best Friend when you 
visit Him each day. 10¢. 





Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





the Spirit of Faith in America 


Secular magazines, papers and “best seller” books 
constitute the bulk of the ordinary American’s read- 
ing matter. Indiscreet consumption of these products 

of a worldly press has, as was inevitable, injured or ruined the 
faith and morals of their readers, Catholic as well as non-Catholic. 
This sad situation can be remedied only by a nationwide return 
to the ideals and age-old truths of the Christian Faith. 


To accomplish such a revival every Catholic must enlist as 
a soldier of Christ in an apostolate to make the world more 
religious and moral-minded. Start by interesting others in reading 
the compact little booklets put out by the Catholic Press. 


These booklets present solid instruction in an interesting and 
practical way. For the Catholic living in the midst of the bustle 
and distractions of the world, shoulder to shoulder with persons 
of every creed or of no creed at all, they have a special value. 
Their concise form makes it possible for people to acquire a good 
practical knowledge of their religion by short readings, so that 
they can have a ready answer when points of Catholic doctrine and 
practice are challenged. The solid “spiritual food’’ contained in 
these booklets will act as an effective antidote to the spirit of 
worldliness continually surrounding the laity. Their inspiring 
thoughts and prayers will dispose the reader to fervent prayer. 


The non-Catholic needs these booklets to set his mind right on 
fundamental matters of faith and morals, and to aid him in recog- 
nizing that the Catholic religion is essentially different from the 
sectarian creeds. 

Send for a complete set of BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS 
and distribute them in the homes of your community. Follow 
the boys to camp by providing booklets for their reading 
rooms. Whatever little help you contribute will not be without 
fruit, so if you feel that a complete set is more than you can 
afford, do what you can. 


Os COMPLETE SET 

ASS OF BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS 

a, 72 Booklets, $5.00 — 23¢ additional for postage. 
Valued at $6.75 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





